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March 9: Panamanian Ambassador to Mexico, Emilia Arosemena Vallarino, and Panamanian
consul in Los Angeles, Santiago Torrijos, resigned in protest against the government controlled by
Gen. Antonio Manuel Noriega. Both diplomats were associated with the late Gen. Omar Torrijos.
Panama's Roman Catholic Church issued a statement calling on the military to submit itself to
civilian authority, permit credible national elections and restore civil rights and press freedoms.
March 10: According to William Branigin of the Washington Post (03/11/88), Panamanian and
foreign diplomatic sources say that Noriega's civilian support is deteriorating. His efforts to foment
an anti-US backlash to counter pressures have reportedly failed. Meanwhile, Noriega managed to
pay at least some members of the 15,000-member Defense Forces, whose bimonthly salaries were
due March 10. This payroll totals $6 million to $9 million. In a statement, the National Banking
Association, which represents most of the 130 banks in Panama, said it was impossible to resume
deposit and transfer operations on March 10 as announced March 9 by the National Banking
Commission, a state regulatory body. The statement said the causes of the bank holiday declared
March 5, i.e., the unavailability of cash from the National Bank of Panama and fears of a massive
run, have not been overcome. March 11: An anti-government demonstration called by the National
Civic Crusade failed when riot police surrounded the meeting place. The "Dobermans" used tear
gas and pepper gas to disperse journalists, who outnumbered the protesters, on an avenue in the
financial district near the Iglesia del Carmen, the site of the protest. No leaders of the Crusade, a
coalition of about 200 business and professional groups, were seen anywhere near the site of the
planned demonstration. Instead, they chose to attend a trade fair, called "Expocomer 88," which
is expected to generate $100 million in commercial transactions this year. Manufacturers from 19
countries exhibited a cornucopia of consumer goods. Six supermarket and drugstore owners who
support the Crusade issued a statement complaining that the government was pressuring them to
cash the paychecks of government workers. The statement said an aide to Noriega warned them
on March 10 that unless they accepted the task, the government could expropriate their businesses.
The Finance and Treasury Ministry advised its 145,000 employees that their scheduled bimonthly
payday on March 15 would be delayed. The statement did not specify when the payment would be
made. [During the weekend, daily newspaper Critica reported that deposed President Eric Arturo
Delvalle was in hiding at Quarry Heights, the US Southern Command headquarters, under the
protection of US Ambassador Arthur Davis.] March 13: Men in civilian clothes fired guns outside a
church service, and attacked a TV cameraperson and a woman selling anti-government pamphlets.
No injuries were reported. The incident occurred at the start of mass at the Roman Catholic Church
of El Cristo Rey, located near downtown Panama City. Witnesses said eight to 10 men first attacked
a woman selling pamphlets at the church entrance. When several persons attending the mass
attempted to help her, the attackers fired handguns in the air and threw rocks through car windows.
Marcello Zanini, an Italian camerman for the Worldwide Television Network, said two of the
gunmen struck him and stole his camera as he was filming the scene. March 15: Revolutionary
Democratic Party (PRD) president, Romulo Escobar Bethancourt, told local reporters that the party
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continues to support Gen. Noriega in his confrontation with the US. At no time, he said, has Noriega
considered leaving his position as commander-in-chief of the Panamanian Defense Forces. March
15: The Panamanian press reported that on the evening of March 14 the Foreign Ministry had
ordered US Embassy public affairs officer Terrence Kneebone to leave the country because he was
no longer acceptable as a diplomatic representative. The Ministry reportedly sent a note to the US
Embassy informing the ambassador of its decision. Embassy spokespersons said such a note was not
received by Kneebone nor the Embassy. Later, the US media reported that Washington had ignored
the order, claiming that the note was not representative of the government recognized by the US.
(Basic data from several sources, including AP, AFP, Prensa Latina, Washington Post, New York
Times)
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